
guidelines for Medical Student ReseaRch Thesis

Thesis: The California State University Education Code (Title V, Section 40510, p. 473) defines a thesis as the written product of a systematic study of a significant problem. It identifies the problem, states the major assumptions, explains the significance of the undertaking, sets forth the sources for and methods of gathering information, analyzes the data, and offers a conclusion or recommendation. The finished project (product) evidences originality, critical and independent thinking, appropriate organization and format, and thorough documentation. 

The sections listed below are included in most traditional, quantitative theses. Please note: Some sections may not apply to qualitative, or other types of studies. These subheadings are presented only as a guide. You may consult your mentor or Research Thesis Office for clarification or more information. 
Also note:
· Thesis content =  5000-10,000 words.
· Include a structured abstract of up to 300 words, with format similar to that which you created for the Research Colloquium.
· Use the following suggested subheadings for each section in the thesis, as appropriate:
I. Introduction
A. Background
B. Definition of terms

C. Statement of the problem
D. Theoretical bases and organization

E. Imitations of the current studies

F. Purpose of the study
II. Materials and Methods 
A. Design of the study
B. Study site(s)
C. Recruitment
D. Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria
E. Study sample                         
F. Intervention
G. Measurement/Tools 
H. Predictors/Independent Variables
I. Outcome/Dependent Variables
J. Analysis of Data 
III. Results
IV. Discussion

A. Discussion based on the study results

B. Limitations of findings
C. Summary, conclusion

D. Recommendations
V. References [in separate page]
VI. Tables & Graphs [in separate page]
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GENERAL FORMATTING INSTRUCTIONS
Students MUST follow these instructions; no exceptions please.  Using this template will allow us to bind it into a hard copy for placement in the library.
Use JAMA Style (http://www.icmje.org/#prepare): Double space all portions of the manuscript, including the title page, abstract, text, acknowledgments, references, individual tables, and legends.  Use generous margins (see below) so that reviewers may edit the text line by line, and add comments and queries directly on the paper copy.  All manuscripts should be submitted electronically to MSRTP.
· Number all pages of the manuscript consecutively, beginning with the Abstract page, to facilitate the review process. 
· The cover and acknowledgement pages are not numbered or counted in the page count.
· Margins: 1.5” left, bottom and top; 1” right margin
· Font size = 12
· Font = Times New Roman or Arial
· Header and Footer = .5”
· Footer: First name, initial, last name and page # flush with the right edge, e. g. 

John A. Smith                                                                                                                                        12
· Titles are capitalized, bolded and centered
· Double-space throughout the entire document
· References: YOU MUST USE THE ENDNOTE CITATION MANAGER PROGRAM
The cover page for your thesis appears on the following page.
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ABSTRACT
 MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Thesis Title]
by  MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Your Name]
Mentor(s): [Insert Name(s)*]
*[Insert mentor’s Department & Institution]

[The abstract should be no more than 300 words and should contain the following subheadings: Background; Objectives; Methods; Results; Conclusion.]
Keywords: [Enter Four to five keywords here]
e.g., Stroke; Blood pressure; Hypertension; MRI; Recovery 

Abbreviations: [Type or copy/paste your text here]

e.g., 

MCI: Mild Cognitive Impairment; AD: Alzheimer’s disease; SSRIs: Selective serotonin 

reuptake inhibitors
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 [Type or copy/paste your text here]

Results and Discussion: 
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References YOU MUST USE THE ENDNOTE CITATION MANAGER PROGRAM
[All references should be cited in the article in a consecutive order. List here all the references in numbered order of citation in the text.  List all authors if less than six. If more than six authors, list the first six followed by “et.al.”]

[General style of reference is:]

[Surname First Name Middle Name, Surname First Name Middle Name. Title of article. Journal short name. Year; Volume (Number): Full inclusive page numbers.]
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e.g., Hacke W, Kaste M, Bluhmki E, Brozman M, Dávalos A, Guidetti D, et al. Thrombolysis with alteplase 3 to 4.5 hours after acute ischemic stroke. N Engl J Med. 2008; 359: 1317-1329.
Figures 

 [Copy paste figure/ image here] 

Figure Legend 1: [Description of figures/image.]

[Copy paste figure/ image here] 

Figure Legend 2: (A) – [Description of figures/image] (B) - [Description of figures/image.]

Tables

[All tables should be double spaced. Each table on a separate page]

Table 1: [Type or copy/paste here a brief descriptive title of the table DO NOT use full-stop after table sentence]

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Abbreviations: [Give here full form of all abbreviations used in the table. Give the full form even if it has been explained in the text.]  

[All tables should be double spaced. Each table on a separate page]

Table 2: [Type or copy/paste here a brief descriptive title of the table DO NOT use full-stop after table heading] 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Abbreviations: [Give here full form of all abbreviations used in the table. Give the full form even if it has been explained in the text.]
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