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Greetings,  
One of my favorite things about Jazz at Drew is its ability to bring people 
together. 

It was truly a sight to behold earlier this month when nearly 2,000 people 
from all backgrounds and different walks of life convened on our beautiful 
campus to enjoy a day of great music and celebrate an even greater cause of 
advancing medical and STEM education. I always make it a point to note that 
when you buy a ticket to Jazz at Drew, you are not “just” a customer – you 
are a donor and supporter of our mission of serving under- resourced 
communities. On behalf of the students, alumni, faculty, staff and board of 
trustees, I sincerely thank all attendees for their support of Charles R. Drew 
University of Medicine and Science. 

In the past, Jazz at Drew was regularly referred to by top publications as a 
“potent secret weapon for jazz in the Southland.” Don Heckman, a veteran 
of the Los Angeles Times and the New York Times, once commented: “One 
can only hope that this superb event will no longer be an insider’s secret.” 
Well, I can confidently tell you that the word is out, loud and clear, about Jazz 
at Drew. Since its return in 2016, we’ve had performances by musical greats 
such as Poncho Sanchez, Rickey Minor, Earth, Wind & Fire, Sheila E., The 
S.O.S. Band and more.  
 
This year, we were treated to knock-out performances by Grammy-
nominated artist Will Downing, Next, Louie Cruz Beltran and the Lao Tizer 
Band featuring Eric Marienthal and Karen Briggs, as well as highly-acclaimed 
local artist Toni Scruggs. Funk legends The Ohio Players closed the show 
with an ultimate mix of their most popular hits, such as “Fire,” “Love 
Rollercoaster” and “Sweet Sticky Thing.”  94.7 The Wave’s Pat Prescott, a 
Los Angeles institution in her own right, lent us her talents for the day as 
emcee. To relive the magic of the day through photos, click here, or visit the 
CDU SmugMug website. 
 
It was a phenomenal event that would not have been possible without the 
hard work of our production team, security and facilities teams, sponsors, 
volunteers and vendors. A special thanks goes to Angela Minniefield and the 
Office of Strategic Advancement, as well as The Baker Group, who worked 
diligently to ensure the production and success of this event.  

It has been the ultimate honor to carry on late founder Roland Betts’ vision 
of combining the unique and therapeutic properties of music with the 
healing properties of medicine and science, and we look forward to doing so 
for many years to come. Mark your calendars for next year’s concert, slated 
to take place on Saturday, October 3, 2020.  

*** 

Unfortunately, I must end on a somber note: please join me in  offering my 
deepest condolences to the family of COM assistant professor Dr. Seyung 

(Steve) Chung, who suddenly passed away earlier this month. We will keep 
them in our prayers and wish them strength and courage during this difficult 
time. 
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The Legacy of  David Satcher, MD, PhD 
David Satcher, MD, PhD, (pictured left) was the second dean of the Charles R. Drew 
Postgraduate School (now “CDU”), serving from 1977-1979. He was born on March 2, 
1941 in Anniston, Alabama, and has enjoyed many successes throughout his career as a 
physician, educator and public health administrator.  

Dr. Satcher arrived at CDU as a community medicine fellow and assistant professor in 
1972. His first assignment, given to him by M. Alfred Haynes, MD, was to submit for a 
highly competitive grant from the National Institutes of Health to study sickle cell 
anemia, a blood disorder that affects 1 in 500 African Americans. Dr. Satcher was able to 
secure the grant for CDU and went on to lead the King-Drew Sickle Cell Research Center, 
one of the first in the nation, for six years.  

Alongside Ludlow Creary, MD, Dr. Satcher worked diligently to establish the family medicine residency training 
program (then known as "family practice") at CDU. They were successful in their efforts, beginning the program on 
July 1, 1976. According to Dr. Satcher in a 1976 interview, at the time of the program's launch there were nearly 
4,000 residents training to practice family medicine, but only 195 were ethnic minorities. In South Los Angeles, 
there were only eight physicians certified to practice family medicine.  

Following the departure of Mitchell Spellman, MD, who served as founding executive dean from 1968-1977, Dr. 
Satcher was appointed as interim dean in December 1977 ("president" was not yet an official University 
designation). He was instrumental in negotiating the agreement with UCLA's School of Medicine for the CDU/UCLA 
Medical Education Program, which continues to train physicians in providing culturally appropriate care to this day.  

Following his departure from CDU, Dr. Satcher went on to enjoy a successful career, serving in posts such as 
president of Meharry College, director of the Center for Disease Control (CDC), U.S. Assistant Secretary for Health 
and U.S. Surgeon General under President Clinton. He currently serves as founding director and senior advisor to 
the Satcher Health Leadership Institute (SHLI) in Atlanta, Georgia.  

Legacy of  

CDU 
“Legacy of CDU” offers readers an intimate 
look into the rich history of Charles R. Drew 

University of Medicine and Science. 

Special Thanks to  

University Archivist Robin Schiff 

Keeping Us Secure:  
An Overview of  CDU Campus Safety 

As the Director of Risk Management, Campus Safety and Facilities at CDU, Armando 
Estrada  (pictured right) wears many hats in his quest to protect the University from 
harm, both physically and financially. He navigates the complexities of purchasing 

insurance and managing claims on the University’s behalf, directs the Facilities team 
to keep the campus pristine and orderly,  and also directs the CDU campus safety 
team. He even finds the time to manage the University-owned apartment complex on 
the corner of 118

th
 Street and Compton Avenue.  

All of these functions are pertinent to the University’s success, but certainly among 
the most important is campus safety. CDU’s campus safety team is comprised of full-
time safety officers that vigilantly patrol the grounds. These highly trained individuals 
are certified in First Aid/CPR response as well as active shooter response, and work to 

forge a bond with the wider community that is protective, but not threatening.  

The campus safety team makes it a point to get to know every person that steps foot on campus. “That way, when 
we see ones that we don’t know, we can easily identify them,” Estrada said. It’s ultimately why he believes that there 
is “virtually no crime on campus.” Estrada explains: “When we do see someone we don’t know, we never disrespect 

them. We always try to approach them in the friendliest manner possible.” Estrada believes that this approach is 
most effective because it is the least likely to make a person defensive and escalate a situation. In the event that the 
situation does escalate, CDU is under the jurisdiction of three local law enforcement agencies: the Los Angeles Police 
Department, the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department and the Compton Police Department.  

Since Estrada assumed his role in 2012, there have been many improvements to 
CDU’s security infrastructure. He has overseen the installation of an expanded, 
more robust security camera system that records activity around the clock, a 
sophisticated keycard system that can instantly shut down every building on 

campus in the event of an active shooter situation, a campus-wide speaker system 
and emergency blue light boxes (pictured left) that connects users to a dispatcher 
in the event of an emergency. 

In addition to 24/7 surveillance cameras, each building on campus is equipped with 

silent motion alarms and door alarms throughout. 

Recognizing the role that mobile technology can have in enhancing security, 
Estrada also oversaw the implementation of EverBridge, a mass notification system 

that issues campus-wide alerts about emergency situations, into CDU’s campus safety strategy. “With EverBridge, 

you can be driving in and receive a notification that lets you know it’s not safe to come to campus,” he explained. 

Even with extensive improvements and additions to CDU’s security, Estrada still highly values and depends on input 
from the CDU community to keep it safe. “We try to incorporate everyone to help us be our eyes and ears. If you see 
anything or hear something, you have to let us know.”  

Though his work can be extremely varied, Estrada truly enjoys keeping the campus safe. “If you can come to school 
or work and not have to worry about your safety, then I’ve done my job,” he concluded. 

Safety 

Reminder 

CDU has seen an uptick in the amount of suspicious activity in the form of malicious phone 
calls and emails sent to the University community, potentially to gain access to financial or 
otherwise personal information. As the University continues to invest in resources to keep 
the CDU community safe both online and off, we ask all staff, students and faculty to 
exercise caution when opening all emails and to report any suspicious interactions (phones 
calls or emails) to Information Security. Should you receive a suspicious email, never respond 
to the message, never click any links or attachments and never provide any personal 
information about yourself, your family or your employer. 

 
If you believe you may have inadvertently revealed sensitive information such as your 
University email and password, you should update your credentials immediately. If you have 

additional questions, comments or concerns, please contact the IT Help Desk at 
helpdesk@cdrewu.edu or  ext. 4990. 
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Dr. Neil Powe 

Identifies Health 

Disparities in Kidney 

Disease  
This month's M. Alfred Haynes Lecture Series, presented in conjunction 
with the Office of Continuing Medical Education’s Friday Noon Lecture 
Series, took place on October 18, in the Cobb Lounge and featured Neil 

Powe, MD, MPH, MBA, (pictured, top left) a leading national expert in 
health disparities and equity as it relates to kidney disease. Dr. Powe is 
the Chief of Medicine at the Priscilla Chan and Mark Zuckerberg San 
Francisco General Hospital, as well as the the Constance B. Wofsky 

Distinguished Professor and Vice-Chair of Medicine at the University of 
California, San Francisco. 

Health disparities among different racial and ethnic groups have been 
recognized by medical associations and government- supported 

entities in the U.S. for decades. In 1985, the Heckler Report 
documented health disparities among ethnic and racial minorities in 
the U.S. and labeled them as “an affront both to our ideals and the 
ongoing genius of American medicine,” and in 2002, the National 

Academy of Medicine issued a report to Congress that underscored the 
existence of disparities and offered several recommendations to 
address them, including (but not limited to) using evidence-based 
guidelines. 

Though the current racial composition of the United States is majority 
White (60%), the country is projected to become a majority-minority 
country by 2050, underlining the urgency and necessity of better 
understanding and eradicating health disparities for these populations. 

Through his own research, Dr. Powe observed a marked difference in 
the prevalence of chronic kidney disease (CKD) and kidney failure in 
U.S. minority populations compared to their White counterparts. 
African Americans, in particular, suffer disproportionately from CKD 

and kidney failure more than any other race in the country. 

“When you learn about disparities, you have to examine the complex 
interactions that contribute, often unequally, to clinical problems,” Dr. 
Powe said. Factors that contribute to disparities in the management of 

chronic kidney disease can be biological (family history/genetics), 
environmental (socioeconomic status and poverty level), behavioral 
(diet, physical level or smoking/alcohol use) or systemic (access and 
quality of care). African Americans were shown be more adversely 

affected by these factors than other races – for instance, African 
Americans who reported a decreased economic status were more likely 
to get CKD than Whites who reported similar circumstances. 

Treating CKD is costly, both personally and financially, due to an 
increase in medical expenditures and decrease in quality of life and life 
expectancy. For African Americans, this can compounded by late 
evaluations, which can increase their likelihood of death seven- fold 
compared to whites. Further, Dr. Powe explained, by having a late 
evaluation “patients are poorly prepared and miss opportunities to 
make informed treatment decisions.”  

Updates from the 

CDU Department 

of  Orthopaedic 

Surgery  
Under the leadership of Dr. Eleby Washington 
and with the support of highly experienced 
faculty, CDU’s Department of Orthopaedic 

Surgery (CDUDOS) has been a pioneer in 
providing orthopaedic clinical care 
throughout Service Planning Area 6. The 
department actively conducts clinical 

research projects on a broad spectrum of 
topics in orthopaedic surgery including spine, 
hip, hand, knee, trauma prodecures, as well as 
quality of care and cancer. Research activities 

in the department are supervised by Dr. 
Hamed Yazdanshenas in close collaboration 
with UCLA’s Department of Orthopaedic 
Surgery, which is supported by Dr. Francis 

Hornicek (Chairman) and Dr. Nick Shamie 
(Vice Chair and Chief of Orthopaedic Spine 
Surgery). 

Achievements from the department include 

publishing innovative surgical techniques and 
interventions, such as new CT scan 
measurements for tibia torsion (twisting of 
the shinbones) and comprehensive protocol 

to improve post- surgical outcomes of hip 
fractures in elderly patients.  The department 
also developed an innovative scoring system 
to assess post- surgical outcomes for an injury 

known as “spaghetti wrist,” which went on to 
win the Western Orthopaedic Association’s 
“Best Young Investigator” award. 

CDUDOS recently collaborated with Dr. Kodi 

Azari, director of UCLA’s Hand Transplant 
Program, to publish an article in the Journal of 
Orthopaedics on the introduction of a new 
and affordable technique to treat distal 

radius fracture (broken wrist), the most 
common type of orthopaedic fracture. The 
innovative technique can be a cost-conscious 
alternative among underserved populations 

seeking treatment for this condition. 

CDUDOS always welcomes academic 
partnerships with other departments and 
invites all faculty, students and fellows to 
collaborate in their various research activities 
and projects. For more information, reach out 
to Elebywashington@cdrewu.edu or 
Hamedyazdanshenas@cdrewu.edu. 

The CDU community showed its festive spirit at the Staff Management Council’s 
annual Halloween Costume Contest on Thursday, October 31 in the Cobb Lobby. 
Andrea Takayama, a student in the Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing, (second 
from left) stole the show with her rendition of Beetlejuice and won a $50 Amazon gift 
card. 

The SMC was created in 2014 and is charged with building school spirit, 
addressing staff concerns and shaping the future of CDU. Those interested in 
joining SMC are encouraged to reach out to April Walter-Brown at (323) 563-5944 
or AprilWalterBrown@cdrewu.edu or Brittney Miller at brittneymiller@cdrewu.edu 
or (323) 357-3681.  

Halloween Spirit in Full Effect at CDU 

Until recently, support from medical and educational institutions for cannabis science has not been 

widely available due to the decades- long “war on drugs.” However, by using science to support the 
medical benefits of cannabis, such as pain management and treating chronic conditions like 
epilepsy, sufficient data is finally available to legitimize cannabis science. CDU’s Division of Student 
Affairs invited Antonio Frazier, VP of Operations at CannaSafe, (logo pictured) to campus on October 

22, to share recent developments in cannabis science and discuss how regulation and compulsory 
testing factor into the current vaping crisis in the United States.  CannaSafe is a cannabis product testing laboratory 
based in Van Nuys, California. 

As the medical benefits of cannabis have become more apparent in the last three decades, more work has been done 

to prohibit federal intervention in state laws regulating the plant. In 1996, California passed the Compassionate Use 
Act (also “Prop 215”) to legalize medical cannabis in California. Twenty years later in 2016, the state passed 
Proposition 64, which legalized cannabis for sale in retail storefronts.  

Despite these advancements, Frazier noted, it is still easier for both producers and consumers to stay in the illicit 

market due to inadequate rules in a still-developing industry. In California’s illicit market, the most vulnerable 
populations have the highest potential for exposure to illegitimate products due to either cost or access. This is 
particularly true for those who vape, as manufacturers may use synthetic or otherwise dangerous ingredients within 
the vape cartridges that decrease production costs but cause great bodily harm to consumers.  

Although there are still manufacturers of illicit cannabis products, there have been many positive changes in 
cannabis product testing since 2012 – before statewide requirements went into effect, 70% of companies that 
submitted products for testing failed. With regulation, test failures steadily continue to decline. CannaSafe itself has 
experienced explosive growth over the past two years as the needs of the market have developed, and regularly 
recruits student researchers who can begin to explore the avenues of cannabis science, safety and regulation. 

CannaSafe VP Explains Current Vaping Crisis, Research 

Opportunities 

Academic Senate President Elected ACMI Fellow 
CDU Associate Professor and Academic Senate President Omolola (Lola) Ogunyemi, PhD, 
(pictured left) has been elected a Fellow of the American College of Medical Informatics (ACMI).  
Each year, new fellows are elected by current ACMI fellows in recognition of at least a 
decade of “significant and sustained contributions to the field of biomedical informatics.” 
ACMI Fellowship is considered one of the highest honors in biomedical informatics.  

Biomedical Informatics is an interdisciplinary field that studies how to effectively acquire, 
store, communicate and transform biomedical data, information and knowledge to 
produce insights that can be acted upon to improve human health. 

Dr. Ogunyemi will be inducted into ACMI during the Annual Symposium of the American 
Medical Informatics Association (AMIA), the largest scientific meeting for Biomedical 
Informatics, on November 16 in Washington, DC. 

“The entire CDU community is proud of Dr. Ogunyemi and congratulates her on this most worthy accolade,” said Dr. 
David M. Carlisle, CDU President and CEO.  “Only 400 fellows have been elected worldwide in the 35-year history of 
ACMI, so this is also a very exclusive recognition.” 
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This month's M. Alfred Haynes Lecture Series, presented in conjunction 
with the Office of Continuing Medical Education’s Friday Noon Lecture 
Series, took place on October 18, in the Cobb Lounge and featured Neil 

Powe, MD, MPH, MBA, (pictured, top left) a leading national expert in 
health disparities and equity as it relates to kidney disease. Dr. Powe is 
the Chief of Medicine at the Priscilla Chan and Mark Zuckerberg San 
Francisco General Hospital, as well as the the Constance B. Wofsky 

Distinguished Professor and Vice-Chair of Medicine at the University of 
California, San Francisco. 
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documented health disparities among ethnic and racial minorities in 
the U.S. and labeled them as “an affront both to our ideals and the 
ongoing genius of American medicine,” and in 2002, the National 

Academy of Medicine issued a report to Congress that underscored the 
existence of disparities and offered several recommendations to 
address them, including (but not limited to) using evidence-based 
guidelines. 

Though the current racial composition of the United States is majority 
White (60%), the country is projected to become a majority-minority 
country by 2050, underlining the urgency and necessity of better 
understanding and eradicating health disparities for these populations. 

Through his own research, Dr. Powe observed a marked difference in 
the prevalence of chronic kidney disease (CKD) and kidney failure in 
U.S. minority populations compared to their White counterparts. 
African Americans, in particular, suffer disproportionately from CKD 

and kidney failure more than any other race in the country. 

“When you learn about disparities, you have to examine the complex 
interactions that contribute, often unequally, to clinical problems,” Dr. 
Powe said. Factors that contribute to disparities in the management of 

chronic kidney disease can be biological (family history/genetics), 
environmental (socioeconomic status and poverty level), behavioral 
(diet, physical level or smoking/alcohol use) or systemic (access and 
quality of care). African Americans were shown be more adversely 

affected by these factors than other races – for instance, African 
Americans who reported a decreased economic status were more likely 
to get CKD than Whites who reported similar circumstances. 

Treating CKD is costly, both personally and financially, due to an 
increase in medical expenditures and decrease in quality of life and life 
expectancy. For African Americans, this can compounded by late 
evaluations, which can increase their likelihood of death seven- fold 
compared to whites. Further, Dr. Powe explained, by having a late 
evaluation “patients are poorly prepared and miss opportunities to 
make informed treatment decisions.”  

Updates from the 

CDU Department 

of  Orthopaedic 

Surgery  
Under the leadership of Dr. Eleby Washington 
and with the support of highly experienced 
faculty, CDU’s Department of Orthopaedic 

Surgery (CDUDOS) has been a pioneer in 
providing orthopaedic clinical care 
throughout Service Planning Area 6. The 
department actively conducts clinical 

research projects on a broad spectrum of 
topics in orthopaedic surgery including spine, 
hip, hand, knee, trauma prodecures, as well as 
quality of care and cancer. Research activities 

in the department are supervised by Dr. 
Hamed Yazdanshenas in close collaboration 
with UCLA’s Department of Orthopaedic 
Surgery, which is supported by Dr. Francis 

Hornicek (Chairman) and Dr. Nick Shamie 
(Vice Chair and Chief of Orthopaedic Spine 
Surgery). 

Achievements from the department include 

publishing innovative surgical techniques and 
interventions, such as new CT scan 
measurements for tibia torsion (twisting of 
the shinbones) and comprehensive protocol 

to improve post- surgical outcomes of hip 
fractures in elderly patients.  The department 
also developed an innovative scoring system 
to assess post- surgical outcomes for an injury 

known as “spaghetti wrist,” which went on to 
win the Western Orthopaedic Association’s 
“Best Young Investigator” award. 

CDUDOS recently collaborated with Dr. Kodi 

Azari, director of UCLA’s Hand Transplant 
Program, to publish an article in the Journal of 
Orthopaedics on the introduction of a new 
and affordable technique to treat distal 

radius fracture (broken wrist), the most 
common type of orthopaedic fracture. The 
innovative technique can be a cost-conscious 
alternative among underserved populations 

seeking treatment for this condition. 

CDUDOS always welcomes academic 
partnerships with other departments and 
invites all faculty, students and fellows to 
collaborate in their various research activities 
and projects. For more information, reach out 
to Elebywashington@cdrewu.edu or 
Hamedyazdanshenas@cdrewu.edu. 

The CDU community showed its festive spirit at the Staff Management Council’s 
annual Halloween Costume Contest on Thursday, October 31 in the Cobb Lobby. 
Andrea Takayama, a student in the Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing, (second 
from left) stole the show with her rendition of Beetlejuice and won a $50 Amazon gift 
card. 

The SMC was created in 2014 and is charged with building school spirit, 
addressing staff concerns and shaping the future of CDU. Those interested in 
joining SMC are encouraged to reach out to April Walter-Brown at (323) 563-5944 
or AprilWalterBrown@cdrewu.edu or Brittney Miller at brittneymiller@cdrewu.edu 
or (323) 357-3681.  

Halloween Spirit in Full Effect at CDU 

Until recently, support from medical and educational institutions for cannabis science has not been 

widely available due to the decades- long “war on drugs.” However, by using science to support the 
medical benefits of cannabis, such as pain management and treating chronic conditions like 
epilepsy, sufficient data is finally available to legitimize cannabis science. CDU’s Division of Student 
Affairs invited Antonio Frazier, VP of Operations at CannaSafe, (logo pictured) to campus on October 

22, to share recent developments in cannabis science and discuss how regulation and compulsory 
testing factor into the current vaping crisis in the United States.  CannaSafe is a cannabis product testing laboratory 
based in Van Nuys, California. 

As the medical benefits of cannabis have become more apparent in the last three decades, more work has been done 

to prohibit federal intervention in state laws regulating the plant. In 1996, California passed the Compassionate Use 
Act (also “Prop 215”) to legalize medical cannabis in California. Twenty years later in 2016, the state passed 
Proposition 64, which legalized cannabis for sale in retail storefronts.  

Despite these advancements, Frazier noted, it is still easier for both producers and consumers to stay in the illicit 

market due to inadequate rules in a still-developing industry. In California’s illicit market, the most vulnerable 
populations have the highest potential for exposure to illegitimate products due to either cost or access. This is 
particularly true for those who vape, as manufacturers may use synthetic or otherwise dangerous ingredients within 
the vape cartridges that decrease production costs but cause great bodily harm to consumers.  

Although there are still manufacturers of illicit cannabis products, there have been many positive changes in 
cannabis product testing since 2012 – before statewide requirements went into effect, 70% of companies that 
submitted products for testing failed. With regulation, test failures steadily continue to decline. CannaSafe itself has 
experienced explosive growth over the past two years as the needs of the market have developed, and regularly 
recruits student researchers who can begin to explore the avenues of cannabis science, safety and regulation. 

CannaSafe VP Explains Current Vaping Crisis, Research 

Opportunities 

Academic Senate President Elected ACMI Fellow 
CDU Associate Professor and Academic Senate President Omolola (Lola) Ogunyemi, PhD, 
(pictured left) has been elected a Fellow of the American College of Medical Informatics (ACMI).  
Each year, new fellows are elected by current ACMI fellows in recognition of at least a 
decade of “significant and sustained contributions to the field of biomedical informatics.” 
ACMI Fellowship is considered one of the highest honors in biomedical informatics.  

Biomedical Informatics is an interdisciplinary field that studies how to effectively acquire, 
store, communicate and transform biomedical data, information and knowledge to 
produce insights that can be acted upon to improve human health. 

Dr. Ogunyemi will be inducted into ACMI during the Annual Symposium of the American 
Medical Informatics Association (AMIA), the largest scientific meeting for Biomedical 
Informatics, on November 16 in Washington, DC. 

“The entire CDU community is proud of Dr. Ogunyemi and congratulates her on this most worthy accolade,” said Dr. 
David M. Carlisle, CDU President and CEO.  “Only 400 fellows have been elected worldwide in the 35-year history of 
ACMI, so this is also a very exclusive recognition.” 
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The Legacy of  David Satcher, MD, PhD 
David Satcher, MD, PhD, (pictured left) was the second dean of the Charles R. Drew 
Postgraduate School (now “CDU”), serving from 1977-1979. He was born on March 2, 
1941 in Anniston, Alabama, and has enjoyed many successes throughout his career as a 
physician, educator and public health administrator.  

Dr. Satcher arrived at CDU as a community medicine fellow and assistant professor in 
1972. His first assignment, given to him by M. Alfred Haynes, MD, was to submit for a 
highly competitive grant from the National Institutes of Health to study sickle cell 
anemia, a blood disorder that affects 1 in 500 African Americans. Dr. Satcher was able to 
secure the grant for CDU and went on to lead the King-Drew Sickle Cell Research Center, 
one of the first in the nation, for six years.  

Alongside Ludlow Creary, MD, Dr. Satcher worked diligently to establish the family medicine residency training 
program (then known as "family practice") at CDU. They were successful in their efforts, beginning the program on 
July 1, 1976. According to Dr. Satcher in a 1976 interview, at the time of the program's launch there were nearly 
4,000 residents training to practice family medicine, but only 195 were ethnic minorities. In South Los Angeles, 
there were only eight physicians certified to practice family medicine.  

Following the departure of Mitchell Spellman, MD, who served as founding executive dean from 1968-1977, Dr. 
Satcher was appointed as interim dean in December 1977 ("president" was not yet an official University 
designation). He was instrumental in negotiating the agreement with UCLA's School of Medicine for the CDU/UCLA 
Medical Education Program, which continues to train physicians in providing culturally appropriate care to this day.  

Following his departure from CDU, Dr. Satcher went on to enjoy a successful career, serving in posts such as 
president of Meharry College, director of the Center for Disease Control (CDC), U.S. Assistant Secretary for Health 
and U.S. Surgeon General under President Clinton. He currently serves as founding director and senior advisor to 
the Satcher Health Leadership Institute (SHLI) in Atlanta, Georgia.  

Legacy of  

CDU 
“Legacy of CDU” offers readers an intimate 
look into the rich history of Charles R. Drew 

University of Medicine and Science. 

Special Thanks to  

University Archivist Robin Schiff 

Keeping Us Secure:  
An Overview of  CDU Campus Safety 

As the Director of Risk Management, Campus Safety and Facilities at CDU, Armando 
Estrada  (pictured right) wears many hats in his quest to protect the University from 
harm, both physically and financially. He navigates the complexities of purchasing 

insurance and managing claims on the University’s behalf, directs the Facilities team 
to keep the campus pristine and orderly,  and also directs the CDU campus safety 
team. He even finds the time to manage the University-owned apartment complex on 
the corner of 118

th
 Street and Compton Avenue.  

All of these functions are pertinent to the University’s success, but certainly among 
the most important is campus safety. CDU’s campus safety team is comprised of full-
time safety officers that vigilantly patrol the grounds. These highly trained individuals 
are certified in First Aid/CPR response as well as active shooter response, and work to 

forge a bond with the wider community that is protective, but not threatening.  

The campus safety team makes it a point to get to know every person that steps foot on campus. “That way, when 
we see ones that we don’t know, we can easily identify them,” Estrada said. It’s ultimately why he believes that there 
is “virtually no crime on campus.” Estrada explains: “When we do see someone we don’t know, we never disrespect 

them. We always try to approach them in the friendliest manner possible.” Estrada believes that this approach is 
most effective because it is the least likely to make a person defensive and escalate a situation. In the event that the 
situation does escalate, CDU is under the jurisdiction of three local law enforcement agencies: the Los Angeles Police 
Department, the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department and the Compton Police Department.  

Since Estrada assumed his role in 2012, there have been many improvements to 
CDU’s security infrastructure. He has overseen the installation of an expanded, 
more robust security camera system that records activity around the clock, a 
sophisticated keycard system that can instantly shut down every building on 

campus in the event of an active shooter situation, a campus-wide speaker system 
and emergency blue light boxes (pictured left) that connects users to a dispatcher 
in the event of an emergency. 

In addition to 24/7 surveillance cameras, each building on campus is equipped with 

silent motion alarms and door alarms throughout. 

Recognizing the role that mobile technology can have in enhancing security, 
Estrada also oversaw the implementation of EverBridge, a mass notification system 

that issues campus-wide alerts about emergency situations, into CDU’s campus safety strategy. “With EverBridge, 

you can be driving in and receive a notification that lets you know it’s not safe to come to campus,” he explained. 

Even with extensive improvements and additions to CDU’s security, Estrada still highly values and depends on input 
from the CDU community to keep it safe. “We try to incorporate everyone to help us be our eyes and ears. If you see 
anything or hear something, you have to let us know.”  

Though his work can be extremely varied, Estrada truly enjoys keeping the campus safe. “If you can come to school 
or work and not have to worry about your safety, then I’ve done my job,” he concluded. 

Safety 

Reminder 

CDU has seen an uptick in the amount of suspicious activity in the form of malicious phone 
calls and emails sent to the University community, potentially to gain access to financial or 
otherwise personal information. As the University continues to invest in resources to keep 
the CDU community safe both online and off, we ask all staff, students and faculty to 
exercise caution when opening all emails and to report any suspicious interactions (phones 
calls or emails) to Information Security. Should you receive a suspicious email, never respond 
to the message, never click any links or attachments and never provide any personal 
information about yourself, your family or your employer. 

 
If you believe you may have inadvertently revealed sensitive information such as your 
University email and password, you should update your credentials immediately. If you have 

additional questions, comments or concerns, please contact the IT Help Desk at 
helpdesk@cdrewu.edu or  ext. 4990. 
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Greetings,  
One of my favorite things about Jazz at Drew is its ability to bring people 
together. 

It was truly a sight to behold earlier this month when nearly 2,000 people 
from all backgrounds and different walks of life convened on our beautiful 
campus to enjoy a day of great music and celebrate an even greater cause of 
advancing medical and STEM education. I always make it a point to note that 
when you buy a ticket to Jazz at Drew, you are not “just” a customer – you 
are a donor and supporter of our mission of serving under- resourced 
communities. On behalf of the students, alumni, faculty, staff and board of 
trustees, I sincerely thank all attendees for their support of Charles R. Drew 
University of Medicine and Science. 

In the past, Jazz at Drew was regularly referred to by top publications as a 
“potent secret weapon for jazz in the Southland.” Don Heckman, a veteran 
of the Los Angeles Times and the New York Times, once commented: “One 
can only hope that this superb event will no longer be an insider’s secret.” 
Well, I can confidently tell you that the word is out, loud and clear, about Jazz 
at Drew. Since its return in 2016, we’ve had performances by musical greats 
such as Poncho Sanchez, Rickey Minor, Earth, Wind & Fire, Sheila E., The 
S.O.S. Band and more.  
 
This year, we were treated to knock-out performances by Grammy-
nominated artist Will Downing, Next, Louie Cruz Beltran and the Lao Tizer 
Band featuring Eric Marienthal and Karen Briggs, as well as highly-acclaimed 
local artist Toni Scruggs. Funk legends The Ohio Players closed the show 
with an ultimate mix of their most popular hits, such as “Fire,” “Love 
Rollercoaster” and “Sweet Sticky Thing.”  94.7 The Wave’s Pat Prescott, a 
Los Angeles institution in her own right, lent us her talents for the day as 
emcee. To relive the magic of the day through photos, click here, or visit the 
CDU SmugMug website. 
 
It was a phenomenal event that would not have been possible without the 
hard work of our production team, security and facilities teams, sponsors, 
volunteers and vendors. A special thanks goes to Angela Minniefield and the 
Office of Strategic Advancement, as well as The Baker Group, who worked 
diligently to ensure the production and success of this event.  

It has been the ultimate honor to carry on late founder Roland Betts’ vision 
of combining the unique and therapeutic properties of music with the 
healing properties of medicine and science, and we look forward to doing so 
for many years to come. Mark your calendars for next year’s concert, slated 
to take place on Saturday, October 3, 2020.  

*** 

Unfortunately, I must end on a somber note: please join me in  offering my 
deepest condolences to the family of COM assistant professor Dr. Seyung 

(Steve) Chung, who suddenly passed away earlier this month. We will keep 
them in our prayers and wish them strength and courage during this difficult 
time. 
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David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President & CEO 

Edition 

Pat Prescott Toni Scruggs 

Lao Tizer  Band f/ Eric Marienthal and Karen Briggs 

Louie Cruz Beltran 

NEXT 

Will Downing 

The Ohio Players 

Looking for Photos?  

Catch Us On 

Click the logo or visit-

cdrewu.smugmug.com- 

11/11: Veteran's Day (Campus Closed) 

11/13: Annual Thanksgiving Dessert Reception 

11/ 27: Thanksgiving Day (Campus Closed) 

11/ 28: Day after Thanksgiving (Campus Closed) 

Click for more Calendar Items 

Charles R. Drew University Alumni 
Homecoming Weekend – Los Angeles 
Sentinel (10/3/2019) 
 
NAJEE’S NOTES: Jazz At Drew Offers Music 
For A Cause – Wave Newspapers 

(10/3/2019) 

BILL VAUGHAN’S TASTY CLIPS: Tito Jackson 

Finds ‘One Way Street’ To Top Of Playlists  -  

Wave Newspapers (10/3/2019) 

Saturday “Gayle on the Go!”, Saturday, 

October 5th, 2019 – KTLA 5 (10/5/2019) 

Louie Cruz Beltran performed as part of this 

year’s Jazz at Drew – Vida Salsera 

(10/7/2019) 

THE OHIO PLAYERS, WILL DOWNING, NEXT 

PERFORMED AT JAZZ AT DREW – PHOTOS! – 
Electronic Urban Report (10/8/2019) 

PDMP privacy: we’ll see it in court – Politico 
(10/9/2019) 

Everyday Health Special Report: Why 2019 

Is the Year of Resilience – Everyday Health 
(10/9/2019) 

2019 Jazz at Drew Music Festival Brings 

‘Great Music with a Greater Mission’ Back to 
South L.A. – L.A. Watts Times (10/10/2019) 

Chutes and Ladders—Boston area hospital 
CEO out after investigation; HCA Virginia 

names CEO – Fierce Healthcare 

(10/10/2019) 

Louie Cruz Beltran Prescribed Some Latin 

Rhythms at Jazz at Drew – Latino LA 
(10/11/2019) 

Kamilah Evans ’14 Takes a Unique Path to a 
Career Providing Care for the Underserve – 

Chapman University (10/14/2019) 

Taste of Soul—SoCal’s #1 Family Festival – 
L.A. Sentinel (10/16/2019) 

Roseman University of Health Sciences 
Hosting Future of Medicine Symposium, 

Oct. 24 – Nevada Business Journal 

(10/16/2019) 

KU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, BLACK ALUMNI 

NETWORK HONOR ALUMNI FOR 
ACHIEVEMENTS – KU Alumni Association 

(10/17/2019) 

3 Best Medical Schools in Los Angeles – US 

College International (10/20/2019) 

Disease Diagnostic System Patent 

Application: Lab-On-A-Device – Global 
Biodefense (10/20/2019) 

Charles R. Drew University’s New Psychiatry 

Residency Program Addresses Mental 
Health in LA – Journal of Blacks in Higher 

Education (10/22/2019) 

HBCU Money™ Presents: The George W. 

Carver 2017’s Top 20 HBCU Research 
Institutions – HBCU Money (10/26/2019) 

New Research: The Majority of Injured 

Cyclists Don’t Wear Helmets – We Love 
Cycling (10/31/2019) 

'In MedTech History' -  Women Who 
Changed the World: Patricia Bath, MD  -  

MedTech Strategic Community Blog 

(10/31/2019) 

CDU Event Calendar 

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2001-oct-09-ca-54964-story.html
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Special-Events/Jazz-at-Drew/Jazz-at-Drew-2019/
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/
https://www.cdrewu.edu/about-cdu/events
https://lasentinel.net/charles-r-drew-university-alumni-homecoming-weekend.html
https://lasentinel.net/charles-r-drew-university-alumni-homecoming-weekend.html
http://wavenewspapers.com/najees-notes-jazz-at-drew-offers-music-for-a-cause/
http://wavenewspapers.com/najees-notes-jazz-at-drew-offers-music-for-a-cause/
http://wavenewspapers.com/bill-vaughans-tasty-clips-tito-jackson-finds-one-way-street-to-top-of-playlists/
http://wavenewspapers.com/bill-vaughans-tasty-clips-tito-jackson-finds-one-way-street-to-top-of-playlists/
https://ktla.com/2019/10/05/saturday-gayle-on-the-go-saturday-october-5th-2019/
https://ktla.com/2019/10/05/saturday-gayle-on-the-go-saturday-october-5th-2019/
http://vidasalsera.com/wp/louie-cruz-beltran-performed-as-part-of-this-years-jazz-at-drew/
http://vidasalsera.com/wp/louie-cruz-beltran-performed-as-part-of-this-years-jazz-at-drew/
https://eurweb.com/2019/10/08/the-ohio-players-will-downing-next-performed-at-jazz-at-drew-photos/
https://eurweb.com/2019/10/08/the-ohio-players-will-downing-next-performed-at-jazz-at-drew-photos/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-ehealth/2019/10/09/pdmp-privacy-well-see-it-in-court-487254
https://www.everydayhealth.com/wellness/state-of-resilience/
https://www.everydayhealth.com/wellness/state-of-resilience/
http://www.lawattstimes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6153:2019-jazz-at-drew-music-festival-brings-great-music-with-a-greater-mission-back-to-south-l-a&catid=21&Itemid=114
http://www.lawattstimes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6153:2019-jazz-at-drew-music-festival-brings-great-music-with-a-greater-mission-back-to-south-l-a&catid=21&Itemid=114
http://www.lawattstimes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6153:2019-jazz-at-drew-music-festival-brings-great-music-with-a-greater-mission-back-to-south-l-a&catid=21&Itemid=114
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/hospitals-health-systems/chutes-and-ladders-centene-exec-plans-to-retire
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/hospitals-health-systems/chutes-and-ladders-centene-exec-plans-to-retire
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/hospitals-health-systems/chutes-and-ladders-centene-exec-plans-to-retire
http://latinola.com/story.php?story=15079
http://latinola.com/story.php?story=15079
https://news.chapman.edu/2019/10/14/kamilah-evans-14-takes-a-unique-path-to-a-career-providing-care-for-the-underserved/
https://news.chapman.edu/2019/10/14/kamilah-evans-14-takes-a-unique-path-to-a-career-providing-care-for-the-underserved/
https://lasentinel.net/taste-of-soul-socals-1-family-festival.html
https://www.nevadabusiness.com/2019/10/roseman-university-of-health-sciences-hosting-future-of-medicine-symposium-oct-24/
https://www.nevadabusiness.com/2019/10/roseman-university-of-health-sciences-hosting-future-of-medicine-symposium-oct-24/
https://www.nevadabusiness.com/2019/10/roseman-university-of-health-sciences-hosting-future-of-medicine-symposium-oct-24/
http://today.ku.edu/2019/10/18/ku-alumni-association-black-alumni-network-honor-alumni-achievements
http://today.ku.edu/2019/10/18/ku-alumni-association-black-alumni-network-honor-alumni-achievements
http://today.ku.edu/2019/10/18/ku-alumni-association-black-alumni-network-honor-alumni-achievements
https://uscollegeinternational.com/2019/10/21/medical-schools-in-los-angeles/
https://globalbiodefense.com/2019/10/20/disease-diagnostic-system-patent-application-lab-on-a-device/
https://globalbiodefense.com/2019/10/20/disease-diagnostic-system-patent-application-lab-on-a-device/
https://www.jbhe.com/2019/10/charles-r-drew-universitys-new-psychiatry-residency-program-addresses-mental-health-in-la/
https://www.jbhe.com/2019/10/charles-r-drew-universitys-new-psychiatry-residency-program-addresses-mental-health-in-la/
https://www.jbhe.com/2019/10/charles-r-drew-universitys-new-psychiatry-residency-program-addresses-mental-health-in-la/
https://hbcumoney.com/2019/10/26/hbcu-money-presents-the-george-w-carver-2017s-top-20-hbcu-research-institutions/
https://hbcumoney.com/2019/10/26/hbcu-money-presents-the-george-w-carver-2017s-top-20-hbcu-research-institutions/
https://hbcumoney.com/2019/10/26/hbcu-money-presents-the-george-w-carver-2017s-top-20-hbcu-research-institutions/
https://www.welovecycling.com/wide/2019/10/31/new-research-the-majority-of-injured-cyclists-dont-wear-helmets/
https://www.welovecycling.com/wide/2019/10/31/new-research-the-majority-of-injured-cyclists-dont-wear-helmets/
https://www.welovecycling.com/wide/2019/10/31/new-research-the-majority-of-injured-cyclists-dont-wear-helmets/
https://www.welovecycling.com/wide/2019/10/31/new-research-the-majority-of-injured-cyclists-dont-wear-helmets/


To submit a story, email  

chantelcarter@cdrewu.edu  

or call (323) 563-5908 

For more information, email  

advancement@cdrewu.edu      

or call (323) 357-  3669  

CDU News is published  

monthly by the  

Office of  Strategic Advancement (OSA). 

October 2019 
CDU News 

mailto:ccarter@cdrewu.edu
mailto:advancement@cdrewu.edu

