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This year’s Legacy Leaders Spring Gala saw the CDU 

community come together to honor the lifetime 

accomplishments of Loretta Jones, MA, ThD,  for her many 

decades of service to the community as a civil rights 

activist, health policy advocate and social architect. This 

year’s event took place on April 19 at the Beverly Hilton 

Hotel, and raised nearly $130,000 to support University 

scholarships and pipeline programs. The Gala was also the 

launch of the inaugural Legacy 100 campaign, which 

seeks to raise scholarships that will be matched one-to-

one up to $250,000.  

 

CDU President/CEO Dr. David M. Carlisle gave opening 

remarks and shared more about the evening’s honoree, 

whom he characterized as a “true community champion 

and legend.” Dr. Jones has long advocated for community-

based participatory research (CBPR) to address health 

disparities that underserved populations face. In 1992, 

through an agreement with the Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC), CDU and UCLA, she founded Health African 

American Families (HAAF) to advance health education 

and facilitate collaboration among community 

organizations, academia and government agencies to 

improve the health of communities of color in Los 

Angeles.  

 

Since its inception nearly three decades ago, HAAF has 

demonstrated how CBPR can be an effective mechanism 

for directing power, collective action, system change and 

social justice in the process of addressing health 

disparities at the community level.  “[Dr. Jones] is an 

amazing person, and we are grateful to be able to honor 

her at this event,” Dr. Carlisle said.  

CDU Student Government president Shenita Anderson 

also gave remarks at the event, thanking everyone in 

attendance for their support of the Gala and reminding 

them how their support impacts CDU as it continues on its 

mission of training the health workforce of tomorrow: 

“[CDU has] experienced tremendous growth in the past 

year. “Support for events such as tonight’s Gala ensures 

that our growth can be sustained, so that CDU can 

continue training the future leaders in health who are 

dedicated to social justice and health equity for 

underserved populations.” 

 

Adrienne Martinez, newly-elected Chair of the CDU 

Alumni Council, encouraged guests to learn more about 

Legacy 100, which aimed to garner pledges and donations 

of at least $100 from 100 guests during the Spring Gala to 

endow student scholarships at CDU. The campaign raised 

an additional $2,600 in funding. 

 

“I’d like to think that this honor doesn’t just belong to me, 

it belongs to all of us,” Dr. Jones said. “It belongs to those 

who couldn’t be [at the Gala] due to cost, lack of childcare 

or other obligations. I’d like to thank [CDU] for this honor, 

and my community members and family for their 

support.”  

 

The event was emceed by Toni Guinyard, general 
assignment reporter for NBC4 Southern California, for the 
sixth year in a row. Entertainment was provided by the 
Legacy Tribute Band, featuring Debra Parsons and CDU 

alum Paul Gillis, Jr.  

Sixth Annual Legacy Leaders Spring Gala Honors 

Lifetime Accomplishments of  Dr. Loretta Jones 

CDU News 
April 2018 Dr. Loretta Jones (lower left) was feted at the 2018 

Spring Gala. 

mailto:advancement@cdrewu.edu
mailto:ccarter@cdrewu.edu
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President’s 

Message 

Greetings, 
On April 19, we concluded our sixth annual Legacy 

Leaders Spring Gala and I wanted to offer a quick recap 

and thanks to all who made it such a great event. 

 

It was truly a privilege to honor Dr. Loretta Jones, one of 

the founding members of the CDU Community Faculty, 

as her work over the years has embodied our mission of 

providing access to health services for those who need it 

most. She has tirelessly worked to ensure that access to 

health care services and overall good health are 

attainable by any individual, regardless of their 

geographic location or socioeconomic status. 

 

On behalf of the University, I’d like to extend a huge 

thanks to our sponsors: diamond sponsor Dignity Health; 

gold sponsors L.A. County Supervisor Mark Ridley-

Thomas and Kaiser Permanente; silver sponsors AECOM, 

The California Endowment and Comerica Bank; as well 

as our Table and Friend sponsors. I’d also like to thank to 

our good friend from NBC4, Ms. Toni Guinyard, who 

served as our emcee for the sixth year in a row. Kudos to 

the Offices of Strategic Advancement headed by Vice 

President Angela Minniefield, as well as all of our 

volunteers and vendors who made this event a success.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, I’d like to offer one thought about what this 

event is and what it enables us to do.  Just over 50 years 

ago, The Charles R. Drew Postgraduate Medical School 

was incorporated in the State of California as a private, 

non-profit, educational institution to help address 

healthcare disparities in the wake of civil unrest in Los 

Angeles and in many cities across the United States.   

 
Our cause was noble in back in 1966, and it remains 

noble today.    

 

Over the last five decades, CDU has graduated or trained 

nearly 7,000 physicians, physician assistants, nurses and 

other health professionals.  Over 80% of our graduates 

end up practicing in underserved areas, demonstrating 

that CDU has had, and continues to have, an impact on 

healthcare disparities. It’s support from events such as 

the Spring Gala that enables us to continue pursuing 

that noble cause. 

 

Thanks to all who helped us with this event to “Advance 

the CDU Mission.” 
 

 

David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President & CEO 
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View photos from this month’s events and more at cdrewu.smugmug.com 

Click for more Calendar Items 

CDU in the News: February 2018 

 

Imperial Valley News 

UCLA-designed program 

helps former inmates with 
HIV maintain health after 
release from jail (4/3/2018) 

Politico 

POLITICO Pulse (4/4/2018) 

Park Labrea News 

Panel prepares to address 
school safety issues 
(4/5/2018) 

Princeton University 

Health Professions Advising 
shows students more than 
one way to medicine 
(4/12/2018) 

Los Angeles County Medical 
Association 

LACMA to Swear In First 
African American President 
(4/20/2018) 

Physician News Network 

C. Freeman, MD, to Make 
History When She Becomes 
LACMA President on June 21 
(4/23/2018) 

Endocrine Today 

In age of internet diagnoses, 
endocrinologists confront 

myth of ‘adrenal 
fatigue’ (4/24/2018) 

U.S. Army Reserve 
Third generation physician 
answers Nation's call 
(4/27/2018) 

May 5: Pre-PA Conference 
May 17: CDU-CPR Basic Life 

Support  
May 17: Report Back Social Hour: 
Cuba 

May 18: Report Back Conference: 
Cuba 

May 29:  Faculty Awards/
Reception 
May 30: Community Engagement 

and Dissemination Symposium 
on Smoking 

Campus News 

Diversity Presentation Displays 
CDU’s “Melting Pot” of  Cultures 

CDU in the News 

Staff  Anniversaries, Member of  the 
Month 
CDU is happy to congratulate the 
following individuals who are 
celebrating significant milestone 

anniversaries during the month of April 
2018: 

One Year 

Greg Bailey-Turner, Program Manager 

Barbara Gasior, Assistant Professor 

John Merryman, Director of 
Communications 

Parissa Moradi, Assistant Professor 

Marisa Rivas, Enrollment Specialist 

Delia Santana, Assistant Professor 

Freddie Williams, Assistant Professor 

Barbara Yates, Assistant Professor 

Five Years 

Emily Lao, Assistant Professor 

Fifteen Years 

Kabirullah Lutfy, Assistant Professor  

 

Lakeisha Everage, Human Resources,  is 

this month’s Staff Management Council 

(SMC) raffle winner! She won a $20 gift 

card to the campus café. Don’t forget to 

show your CDU pride every Friday for a 

chance to enter the raffle! 

Congratulations are  due also to Dr. 

William Shay, who was selected as this 

month’s Employee of the Month! 

The SMC was created in 2014 to unite 

staff and help advance the Mission of 

the University. The SMC is charged with 

building school spirit, addressing staff 

concerns and shaping the future of 

CDU. Those interested in joining the 

SMC are encouraged to reach out to 

April Miller at (323) 563-5823 or 

AprilMiller@cdrewu.edu.  

The Mervyn M. Dymally School of 

Nursing’s FNP Cohort 18 presented 

their culmination program on April 17 

in the form of a cultural diversity 

presentation. Attendees were able to 

join the culminating class for an 

afternoon of cultural immersion, as 

presenters showcased the traditions 

and cuisines of cultures around the 

world. The countries highlighted during 

the presentation were Vietnam, Japan, 

Mexico and Cuba.  

CDU Event Calendar 

SON students give a presentation on Cuba during their 
culmination program on April 17.  

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/
https://www.cdrewu.edu/about-cdu/events
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/8-news/14042-ucla-designed-program-helps-former-inmates-with-hiv-maintain-health-after-release-from-jail.html
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/8-news/14042-ucla-designed-program-helps-former-inmates-with-hiv-maintain-health-after-release-from-jail.html
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/8-news/14042-ucla-designed-program-helps-former-inmates-with-hiv-maintain-health-after-release-from-jail.html
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/8-news/14042-ucla-designed-program-helps-former-inmates-with-hiv-maintain-health-after-release-from-jail.html
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-pulse/2018/04/04/what-aca-enrollment-numbers-do-and-dont-show-157949
http://beverlypress.com/2018/04/panel-prepares-to-address-school-safety-issues/
http://beverlypress.com/2018/04/panel-prepares-to-address-school-safety-issues/
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2018/04/12/health-professions-advising-shows-students-more-one-way-medicine
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2018/04/12/health-professions-advising-shows-students-more-one-way-medicine
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2018/04/12/health-professions-advising-shows-students-more-one-way-medicine
http://www.losangelesmedicine.org/lacma-swear-first-african-american-president/
http://www.losangelesmedicine.org/lacma-swear-first-african-american-president/
http://www.physiciansnewsnetwork.com/la_county/article_49746f7a-470e-11e8-8a6c-935fc3dd19a5.html
http://www.physiciansnewsnetwork.com/la_county/article_49746f7a-470e-11e8-8a6c-935fc3dd19a5.html
http://www.physiciansnewsnetwork.com/la_county/article_49746f7a-470e-11e8-8a6c-935fc3dd19a5.html
https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/adrenal/news/print/endocrine-today/%7B15e58f4b-672e-437e-9fff-f42ae21f09a1%7D/in-age-of-internet-diagnoses-endocrinologists-confront-myth-of-adrenal-fatigue
https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/adrenal/news/print/endocrine-today/%7B15e58f4b-672e-437e-9fff-f42ae21f09a1%7D/in-age-of-internet-diagnoses-endocrinologists-confront-myth-of-adrenal-fatigue
https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/adrenal/news/print/endocrine-today/%7B15e58f4b-672e-437e-9fff-f42ae21f09a1%7D/in-age-of-internet-diagnoses-endocrinologists-confront-myth-of-adrenal-fatigue
https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/adrenal/news/print/endocrine-today/%7B15e58f4b-672e-437e-9fff-f42ae21f09a1%7D/in-age-of-internet-diagnoses-endocrinologists-confront-myth-of-adrenal-fatigue
http://www.usar.army.mil/News/Display/Article/1505360/third-generation-physician-answers-nations-call/
http://www.usar.army.mil/News/Display/Article/1505360/third-generation-physician-answers-nations-call/
mailto:AprilMiller@cdrewu.edu
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Cancer Conference Educates on Life During and 

After Illness 

Campus News 

The Cancer Survivors and Caregivers Support (CSC) Program held 

the second installment of its conference on April 20 in the Keck 

Auditorium. The conference aims to provide in-depth assessments 

to determine the needs for essential services and resources 

necessary for cancer survivors to maintain quality of life during and 

after treatment, as well as to provide support for family caregivers 

who provide care for their loved ones who suffer from cancer.  

 

Presentations were given by Stephanie Fajuri, Esq., who presented 

on the legal issues that cancer patients face, as well as community 

resources available to assist them in managing these legal issues; 

Veronica Mayes-Jackson expounded on the importance of smart 

eating and prepared a fresh salsa to show attendees that it doesn’t 

have to be difficult or expensive; following dynamic yoga and 

Zumba sessions led by Toyia Brown and Monica Victorino, 

respectively, Dr. Wendy Johnson identified the essential components of 

survivorship care in older adults. 

 

Those interested in the CSC’s weekly support group are encouraged 

to reach out to Dr. Ebere Ume at ebereume@cdrewu.edu or Dr. 

Sharon Cobb at Sharoncobb1@cdrewu.edu.  

Graduation Appreciation Day Allows Future Grads 

to Unwind 
As the Class of 2018 begins to conclude this chapter of their 

journeys in health, CDU acknowledges the importance of 

recognizing their accomplishments as they prepare to leave 

the University. On April 17, students in the Class of 2018 were 

treated with a Graduation Appreciation Day hosted by the 

Division of Student Affairs on the Cobb Lawn. 

 

Students were able to take free cap and gown portraits, as 

well as professional portraits, courtesy of GradImages. 

Representatives from the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community 

Hospital and Los Angeles County + USC Medical Center were 

present to share information and potential work opportunities 

following graduation. Students could also visit booths of the 

CDU Alumni Association, Office of Financial Aid, and the Los 

Angeles Federal Credit Union for information helpful to recent 

graduates. 

 

Muna Ezumah, soon to be a graduate of the Master of Public 

Health program, was especially appreciative of the effort. 

“[Events like today’s] shows that CDU truly cares about where 

their students are heading afterwards,” she said. 

Veronica Mayes-Jackson gives a live food preparation demo 
during the CSC Conference on April 20.  
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Campus News 

 

Leaders in Transformation (LIT) Fellowship, College of 

Medicine 
 

College Success and Beyond, College of Science and 

Health 
 

Project Santa Claus, College of Medicine 
 

Homies Feeding the Homeless, College of Medicine 
 

Preconception Peer Educators Training, College of 

Medicine 
 

Saturday Science Academy II Engineering Exploration, 

Pipeline and School Partnership Programs 
 

Los Angeles Helping Los Angeles (LAHLA), Physician 

Assistant Program 
 

Partnership for Progress (P4P), College of Medicine 
 

Pre-Medical Mentoring Program (PMP), College of 

Medicine 
 

STEM Travel for Educational Planning Success (STEPS), 

College of Science and Health 

 

Celebrate Your Health Wellness Fair, College of Science 

and Health 
 

Move Your Feet Then Eat, Physician Assistant Program 
 

Report back Conference: South Los Angeles and Cuba, 

Urban Public Health Program 
 

CDU’s Community Garden Projects, College of Science 

and Health 
 

CDU Pre-Health Society, College of Science and Health 
 

CDU PA Program and Homeboy Industries Community 
Health Elective, Physician Assistant Program 
 

Drew Cares International Initiative, College of Science 

and Health 
 

Lambda Nu Induction Ceremony, College of Science and 

Health 
 

Christmas Toy Drive for Children in South Los Angeles, 

College of Science and Health  

The Office of Strategic Advancement is pleased to announce awards totaling $32,150 for the Charles R. Drew 
University of Medicine and Science Mission Maker Mini-Grant Program Spring 2018 cycle. Support for these grants 

Thank you to all that applied during the Mission Maker Mini-Grant Program Spring 2018 cycle. If you have any 
questions, please contact Jasmine Hill, Development Manager in the Office of Strategic Advancement at (323) 563-
4992 or jasminehill@cdrewu.edu. 

Mission Maker Mini-Grant Awardees Announced 

Saturday Science Academy-II, CDU’s renowned weekend community 

pipeline program, is being considered in a pool of 140 organizations to earn 

$200,000 in funding over the next two years via the “My LA2050 Activation 

Challenge,” which is an open call for ideas that will activate 100,000 

Angelenos to make LA the best place to learn, create, play, connect, and 

live. 

 

A total of $1,000,000 will be awarded among five organizations to 

implement their ideas engaging Angelenos. Each organization will receive a 

total of $200,000 (over two years) and partnership from LA2050 in support 

of their efforts. 

To help us move on to the final round of 25 finalists, announced on May 21, 

comment directly and positively on our proposal at this link, or visit the 

official LA2050 website to access the proposal, located in the “Learn” 

category. 

Saturday Science Academy Needs Your Help! 

mailto:jasminehill@cdrewu.edu
https://activation.la2050.org/learn/charles-r-drew-university-of-medicine-and-science/
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Legacy of  

CDU 
“Legacy of CDU” offers readers an intimate look 

into the rich history of Charles R. Drew   

University of Medicine and Science. 

CDU has long demonstrated a commitment towards 
providing pipelines to careers in health, beginning in the 
1980s. On Saturday, July 11, 1981, Dr. Lawrence Alfred 

welcomed students from local junior and senior high 
schools, as well as community colleges for the very first 
Saturday Academy of Science (now “Saturday Science 
Academy”). The original goal of the program was “to 

increase the number of minority students who seek 
careers in the biomedical sciences” by informing and 
exposing them to the various facets of such careers. 
Participating students were selected by their school 

counselors and were highly recommended.  

Since the Academy’s inception nearly four decades ago, 
it has evolved into Saturday Academy-II: a year-round 
program with three eight-week sessions during the 

school year and a four-week math camp during the 
summer. The program serves K-12 students and is open 

to all, but ultimately seeks to inspire students of color to 
work toward degrees and careers in health care, science, 
technology, engineering or math – STEM fields in which 

those populations have been traditionally underrepresented. 
During the course of the program, students explore 
topics in otolaryngology, neurology, ophthalmology, 
nutrition, cardiology, orthopedics, urology, dentistry and 

hematology. 

Reports show that students who participated in the 

Academy 2017 saw a 91% overall improvement in their 

grades, with nearly 80% of students increasing their 

grades from failing to passing (59% increased their 

grades from “F” to “A,” 7% increased from “F” to “B” and 

10% increased from “F” to “C”). Parents and students 

alike credit the program for improving student 

performance in schools, and better immersing parents 

into their child’s studies. 

Saturday Science Academy-II 
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 Campus News 

CDU Taps National Advocate for Underserved 

Communities As New Nursing School Dean 

CDU is proud to announce the appointment of Diane Breckenridge, PhD, 

MSN, RN, ANEF as the permanent dean of the Mervyn M. Dymally School of 

Nursing. She succeeds Dr. Margaret Avila, who presided over the school as 

interim dean for two years.  

 

Dr. Breckenridge received her PhD in Nursing from the University of 

Maryland, and her MSN from the University of Pennsylvania, as well as 

graduate credits from their School of Education. She is a recipient of millions 

of dollars in grant and donor funding for target Strategies for Success 

programs supporting educational access and advancement of underserved, 

diverse students and nurses. Her international work has taken her across the 

globe, including a recently-concluded a trip to Cuba for health care 

education and to study the difference and similarities in health care 

systems. 

 

“The University is happy to welcome Dr. Breckenridge to the CDU family and 

looks forward to her tenure as dean,” said CDU Provost Steve O. Michael, 

PhD. “We are also grateful for the dedicated service of Dr. Avila, who will be 

transitioning into other roles in her continuing support for the University.” 

CDU and L.A. County Department of  Public Health 

Collaborate to Provide Pathways to Health  
On April 2, CDU collaborated with the Los Angeles County Department of 

Public Health to announce the launch of Pathways to Health, an academic 

and community-based pipeline initiative aimed at increasing the number 

of high school students of color who complete academic enrichment and 

internship opportunities that prepare them for meaningful careers in 

health and community leadership. 

 

Opening remarks were given by Sylvia Drew Ivie, who gave attendees an 

overview of the legacy of Dr. Charles R. Drew, as well as a list of the 

University’s accomplishments throughout its five decade long history. The 

event was emceed by Erin Johnson and Jahmil Lacey, who both attested to 

the significance of pipeline programs and the impact that they have on 

students. 

 

Pathways to Health will allow students from surrounding neighborhoods to participate in a peer health leadership 

academy. Additionally, community organizations in the surrounding neighborhoods already engaged in healthy 

community efforts will host students from the academy in an internship program focused on community health 

priorities, peer leadership development and improving health outcomes for youth. Participating students will be paid 

a stipend for participating in the program.  

 

Barbara Ferrer, director of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, also gave remarks at the event and 

emphasized the importance of creating opportunities for young people to succeed and take on leadership positions 

within their communities. “While we are thrilled to create the pathway to health careers, we are more proud to 

encourage [young people] to be all that they can be,” she said. 

Dr. Barbara Ferrer, director of the L.A. County 
Department of Publish Health, gives remarks at the 

Pathways to Health Event on April 2. 
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into their child’s studies. 

Saturday Science Academy-II 
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 Campus News 

CDU Taps National Advocate for Underserved 

Communities As New Nursing School Dean 

CDU is proud to announce the appointment of Diane Breckenridge, PhD, 

MSN, RN, ANEF as the permanent dean of the Mervyn M. Dymally School of 

Nursing. She succeeds Dr. Margaret Avila, who presided over the school as 

interim dean for two years.  

 

Dr. Breckenridge received her PhD in Nursing from the University of 

Maryland, and her MSN from the University of Pennsylvania, as well as 

graduate credits from their School of Education. She is a recipient of millions 

of dollars in grant and donor funding for target Strategies for Success 

programs supporting educational access and advancement of underserved, 

diverse students and nurses. Her international work has taken her across the 

globe, including a recently-concluded a trip to Cuba for health care 

education and to study the difference and similarities in health care 

systems. 

 

“The University is happy to welcome Dr. Breckenridge to the CDU family and 

looks forward to her tenure as dean,” said CDU Provost Steve O. Michael, 

PhD. “We are also grateful for the dedicated service of Dr. Avila, who will be 

transitioning into other roles in her continuing support for the University.” 

CDU and L.A. County Department of  Public Health 

Collaborate to Provide Pathways to Health  
On April 2, CDU collaborated with the Los Angeles County Department of 

Public Health to announce the launch of Pathways to Health, an academic 

and community-based pipeline initiative aimed at increasing the number 

of high school students of color who complete academic enrichment and 

internship opportunities that prepare them for meaningful careers in 

health and community leadership. 

 

Opening remarks were given by Sylvia Drew Ivie, who gave attendees an 

overview of the legacy of Dr. Charles R. Drew, as well as a list of the 

University’s accomplishments throughout its five decade long history. The 

event was emceed by Erin Johnson and Jahmil Lacey, who both attested to 

the significance of pipeline programs and the impact that they have on 

students. 

 

Pathways to Health will allow students from surrounding neighborhoods to participate in a peer health leadership 

academy. Additionally, community organizations in the surrounding neighborhoods already engaged in healthy 

community efforts will host students from the academy in an internship program focused on community health 

priorities, peer leadership development and improving health outcomes for youth. Participating students will be paid 

a stipend for participating in the program.  

 

Barbara Ferrer, director of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, also gave remarks at the event and 

emphasized the importance of creating opportunities for young people to succeed and take on leadership positions 

within their communities. “While we are thrilled to create the pathway to health careers, we are more proud to 

encourage [young people] to be all that they can be,” she said. 

Dr. Barbara Ferrer, director of the L.A. County 
Department of Publish Health, gives remarks at the 

Pathways to Health Event on April 2. 
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President’s 

Message 

Greetings, 
On April 19, we concluded our sixth annual Legacy 

Leaders Spring Gala and I wanted to offer a quick recap 

and thanks to all who made it such a great event. 

 

It was truly a privilege to honor Dr. Loretta Jones, one of 

the founding members of the CDU Community Faculty, 

as her work over the years has embodied our mission of 

providing access to health services for those who need it 

most. She has tirelessly worked to ensure that access to 

health care services and overall good health are 

attainable by any individual, regardless of their 

geographic location or socioeconomic status. 

 

On behalf of the University, I’d like to extend a huge 

thanks to our sponsors: diamond sponsor Dignity Health; 

gold sponsors L.A. County Supervisor Mark Ridley-

Thomas and Kaiser Permanente; silver sponsors AECOM, 

The California Endowment and Comerica Bank; as well 

as our Table and Friend sponsors. I’d also like to thank to 

our good friend from NBC4, Ms. Toni Guinyard, who 

served as our emcee for the sixth year in a row. Kudos to 

the Offices of Strategic Advancement headed by Vice 

President Angela Minniefield, as well as all of our 

volunteers and vendors who made this event a success.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, I’d like to offer one thought about what this 

event is and what it enables us to do.  Just over 50 years 

ago, The Charles R. Drew Postgraduate Medical School 

was incorporated in the State of California as a private, 

non-profit, educational institution to help address 

healthcare disparities in the wake of civil unrest in Los 

Angeles and in many cities across the United States.   

 
Our cause was noble in back in 1966, and it remains 

noble today.    

 

Over the last five decades, CDU has graduated or trained 

nearly 7,000 physicians, physician assistants, nurses and 

other health professionals.  Over 80% of our graduates 

end up practicing in underserved areas, demonstrating 

that CDU has had, and continues to have, an impact on 

healthcare disparities. It’s support from events such as 

the Spring Gala that enables us to continue pursuing 

that noble cause. 

 

Thanks to all who helped us with this event to “Advance 

the CDU Mission.” 
 

 

David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President & CEO 
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View photos from this month’s events and more at cdrewu.smugmug.com 

Click for more Calendar Items 

CDU in the News: February 2018 

 

Imperial Valley News 

UCLA-designed program 

helps former inmates with 
HIV maintain health after 
release from jail (4/3/2018) 

Politico 

POLITICO Pulse (4/4/2018) 

Park Labrea News 

Panel prepares to address 
school safety issues 
(4/5/2018) 

Princeton University 

Health Professions Advising 
shows students more than 
one way to medicine 
(4/12/2018) 

Los Angeles County Medical 
Association 

LACMA to Swear In First 
African American President 
(4/20/2018) 

Physician News Network 

C. Freeman, MD, to Make 
History When She Becomes 
LACMA President on June 21 
(4/23/2018) 

Endocrine Today 

In age of internet diagnoses, 
endocrinologists confront 

myth of ‘adrenal 
fatigue’ (4/24/2018) 

U.S. Army Reserve 
Third generation physician 
answers Nation's call 
(4/27/2018) 

May 5: Pre-PA Conference 
May 17: CDU-CPR Basic Life 

Support  
May 17: Report Back Social Hour: 
Cuba 

May 18: Report Back Conference: 
Cuba 

May 29:  Faculty Awards/
Reception 
May 30: Community Engagement 

and Dissemination Symposium 
on Smoking 

Campus News 

Diversity Presentation Displays 
CDU’s “Melting Pot” of  Cultures 

CDU in the News 

Staff  Anniversaries, Member of  the 
Month 
CDU is happy to congratulate the 
following individuals who are 
celebrating significant milestone 

anniversaries during the month of April 
2018: 

One Year 

Greg Bailey-Turner, Program Manager 

Barbara Gasior, Assistant Professor 

John Merryman, Director of 
Communications 

Parissa Moradi, Assistant Professor 

Marisa Rivas, Enrollment Specialist 

Delia Santana, Assistant Professor 

Freddie Williams, Assistant Professor 

Barbara Yates, Assistant Professor 

Five Years 

Emily Lao, Assistant Professor 

Fifteen Years 

Kabirullah Lutfy, Assistant Professor  

 

Lakeisha Everage, Human Resources,  is 

this month’s Staff Management Council 

(SMC) raffle winner! She won a $20 gift 

card to the campus café. Don’t forget to 

show your CDU pride every Friday for a 

chance to enter the raffle! 

Congratulations are  due also to Dr. 

William Shay, who was selected as this 

month’s Employee of the Month! 

The SMC was created in 2014 to unite 

staff and help advance the Mission of 

the University. The SMC is charged with 

building school spirit, addressing staff 

concerns and shaping the future of 

CDU. Those interested in joining the 

SMC are encouraged to reach out to 

April Miller at (323) 563-5823 or 

AprilMiller@cdrewu.edu.  

The Mervyn M. Dymally School of 

Nursing’s FNP Cohort 18 presented 

their culmination program on April 17 

in the form of a cultural diversity 

presentation. Attendees were able to 

join the culminating class for an 

afternoon of cultural immersion, as 

presenters showcased the traditions 

and cuisines of cultures around the 

world. The countries highlighted during 

the presentation were Vietnam, Japan, 

Mexico and Cuba.  

CDU Event Calendar 

SON students give a presentation on Cuba during their 
culmination program on April 17.  

https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/
https://www.cdrewu.edu/about-cdu/events
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/8-news/14042-ucla-designed-program-helps-former-inmates-with-hiv-maintain-health-after-release-from-jail.html
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/8-news/14042-ucla-designed-program-helps-former-inmates-with-hiv-maintain-health-after-release-from-jail.html
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/8-news/14042-ucla-designed-program-helps-former-inmates-with-hiv-maintain-health-after-release-from-jail.html
http://www.imperialvalleynews.com/index.php/8-news/14042-ucla-designed-program-helps-former-inmates-with-hiv-maintain-health-after-release-from-jail.html
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-pulse/2018/04/04/what-aca-enrollment-numbers-do-and-dont-show-157949
http://beverlypress.com/2018/04/panel-prepares-to-address-school-safety-issues/
http://beverlypress.com/2018/04/panel-prepares-to-address-school-safety-issues/
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2018/04/12/health-professions-advising-shows-students-more-one-way-medicine
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2018/04/12/health-professions-advising-shows-students-more-one-way-medicine
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2018/04/12/health-professions-advising-shows-students-more-one-way-medicine
http://www.losangelesmedicine.org/lacma-swear-first-african-american-president/
http://www.losangelesmedicine.org/lacma-swear-first-african-american-president/
http://www.physiciansnewsnetwork.com/la_county/article_49746f7a-470e-11e8-8a6c-935fc3dd19a5.html
http://www.physiciansnewsnetwork.com/la_county/article_49746f7a-470e-11e8-8a6c-935fc3dd19a5.html
http://www.physiciansnewsnetwork.com/la_county/article_49746f7a-470e-11e8-8a6c-935fc3dd19a5.html
https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/adrenal/news/print/endocrine-today/%7B15e58f4b-672e-437e-9fff-f42ae21f09a1%7D/in-age-of-internet-diagnoses-endocrinologists-confront-myth-of-adrenal-fatigue
https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/adrenal/news/print/endocrine-today/%7B15e58f4b-672e-437e-9fff-f42ae21f09a1%7D/in-age-of-internet-diagnoses-endocrinologists-confront-myth-of-adrenal-fatigue
https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/adrenal/news/print/endocrine-today/%7B15e58f4b-672e-437e-9fff-f42ae21f09a1%7D/in-age-of-internet-diagnoses-endocrinologists-confront-myth-of-adrenal-fatigue
https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/adrenal/news/print/endocrine-today/%7B15e58f4b-672e-437e-9fff-f42ae21f09a1%7D/in-age-of-internet-diagnoses-endocrinologists-confront-myth-of-adrenal-fatigue
http://www.usar.army.mil/News/Display/Article/1505360/third-generation-physician-answers-nations-call/
http://www.usar.army.mil/News/Display/Article/1505360/third-generation-physician-answers-nations-call/
mailto:AprilMiller@cdrewu.edu
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This year’s Legacy Leaders Spring Gala saw the CDU 

community come together to honor the lifetime 

accomplishments of Loretta Jones, MA, ThD,  for her many 

decades of service to the community as a civil rights 

activist, health policy advocate and social architect. This 

year’s event took place on April 19 at the Beverly Hilton 

Hotel, and raised nearly $130,000 to support University 

scholarships and pipeline programs. The Gala was also the 

launch of the inaugural Legacy 100 campaign, which 

seeks to raise scholarships that will be matched one-to-

one up to $250,000.  

 

CDU President/CEO Dr. David M. Carlisle gave opening 

remarks and shared more about the evening’s honoree, 

whom he characterized as a “true community champion 

and legend.” Dr. Jones has long advocated for community-

based participatory research (CBPR) to address health 

disparities that underserved populations face. In 1992, 

through an agreement with the Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC), CDU and UCLA, she founded Health African 

American Families (HAAF) to advance health education 

and facilitate collaboration among community 

organizations, academia and government agencies to 

improve the health of communities of color in Los 

Angeles.  

 

Since its inception nearly three decades ago, HAAF has 

demonstrated how CBPR can be an effective mechanism 

for directing power, collective action, system change and 

social justice in the process of addressing health 

disparities at the community level.  “[Dr. Jones] is an 

amazing person, and we are grateful to be able to honor 

her at this event,” Dr. Carlisle said.  

CDU Student Government president Shenita Anderson 

also gave remarks at the event, thanking everyone in 

attendance for their support of the Gala and reminding 

them how their support impacts CDU as it continues on its 

mission of training the health workforce of tomorrow: 

“[CDU has] experienced tremendous growth in the past 

year. “Support for events such as tonight’s Gala ensures 

that our growth can be sustained, so that CDU can 

continue training the future leaders in health who are 

dedicated to social justice and health equity for 

underserved populations.” 

 

Adrienne Martinez, newly-elected Chair of the CDU 

Alumni Council, encouraged guests to learn more about 

Legacy 100, which aimed to garner pledges and donations 

of at least $100 from 100 guests during the Spring Gala to 

endow student scholarships at CDU. The campaign raised 

an additional $2,600 in funding. 

 

“I’d like to think that this honor doesn’t just belong to me, 

it belongs to all of us,” Dr. Jones said. “It belongs to those 

who couldn’t be [at the Gala] due to cost, lack of childcare 

or other obligations. I’d like to thank [CDU] for this honor, 

and my community members and family for their 

support.”  

 

The event was emceed by Toni Guinyard, general 
assignment reporter for NBC4 Southern California, for the 
sixth year in a row. Entertainment was provided by the 
Legacy Tribute Band, featuring Debra Parsons and CDU 

alum Paul Gillis, Jr.  

Sixth Annual Legacy Leaders Spring Gala Honors 

Lifetime Accomplishments of  Dr. Loretta Jones 

CDU News 
April 2018 Dr. Loretta Jones (lower left) was feted at the 2018 

Spring Gala. 
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