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Alumni play a very important role in 
the University's success. As a graduate 
of CDU your involvement in the CDU 
Alumni Association is an important first 
step in the development of a strong, vi-
brant organization that is capable of 
representing the interests of CDU 
alumni.    

 

 

 
 

Greetings CDU Alumni, 

It’s hard to believe that we are nearing the end of 2016. It seems as if it were a few months 

ago that we were hosting the 2015 State of the University and now here it is, October 

2016.  On October 12th, I presented the 2016 Annual State of the University Address.  This 

Address was especially important as it marked the University’s 50th anniversary of incor-

poration.  The annual State of the University is our opportunity to share the University’s 

accomplishments over the past year and our goals and objectives for the future.  Every 

member of the CDU community – this includes you our alumni – contributed to the re-

marks which were made.  Regardless of whether you were a graduate of the Charles R. 

Drew University Postgraduate Medical School (the University’s founding name) or the 

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science, your decision to pursue your educa-

tion here has contributed to the life and legacy of CDU.  

It is with pride that I share with you news of the return of Jazz At Drew. On October 1st, 

after an eight year hiatus, Jazz At Drew was held on the University campus.  In 2009, in 

response to a difficult economic climate and financial challenges facing the University, a 

decision was made to cancel the University’s only annual fundraiser, the Jazz At Drew 

Music Festival. The festival was in its 18th year when it was cancelled. Despite this setback, 

CDU never gave up on bringing Jazz at Drew back. The additional time allowed us to rea-

lign our event priorities with the University’s mission and re-establish the original vision 

for Jazz At Drew as a fundraiser benefitting our students, our pipeline programs and the 

community we serve. If you were not among the 1,000 attendees at the festival, you can 

read about it and check out the photos in this newsletter.    

A debt of gratitude is owed to the members of the Jazz At Drew Executive and Production 

Committees, our sponsors, the artists, vendors, community supporters, volunteers, Uni-

versity faculty, staff, students, and alumni who went beyond the call of duty to support 

this important event. This was truly a great  event. Mark your calendars for the next Jazz 

at Drew on October 7th. You don’t want to miss it! 

 
 
Sincerely, 
  
David M. Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President and CEO 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO  

https://www.cdrewu.edu/assets/broadcast/file/CDU%20SOU%202016.pdf
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Alumni Spotlight 

B.S. Katherine Davidson-Karlay ‘14, Committed to Service  

B.S. Katherine Davidson-Karlay knew at an 

early age that she wanted to become a 

medical doctor.  Katherine says that her 

goal and passion to provide underrepre-

sented communities with the healthcare 

they deserved has never wavered.  “I con-

sider myself fortunate to have had the 

foundation I received as early as high 

school,” Katherine recalls. She was nomi-

nated to attend a selective private high 

school where she excelled in math and sci-

ence. Confident, excited, and college bound 

she was well on her way to accomplishing 

her goal. The road to her goal took a turn 

that according to statistics would derail 

this resolute young lady. During her senior 

in high school Katherine would discover 

that motherhood would be in her immedi-

ate future. From this point forward, her 

road to medical school would not take the 

traditional route.  

Getting to college was not easy. “I was a 

high achieving student, “stated Katherine, 

but becoming a new parent immediately 

impacted her education. After giving birth 

to her daughter, Katherine enrolled in her 

local community college while caring for 

her baby girl. Completely driven, and not 

letting her situation define her destiny, 

Katherine enrolled as a fulltime time stu-

dent for three consecutive semesters to im-

mediately transfer to Southern University. 

Katherine recalls her and classmates 

scampering around to figure out what was 

next in their pursuit of becoming medical 

doctors.  Fortunately, looking back, Kathe-

rine says she had always expressed wanting  

to help underrepresented minorities by 

providing them with the healthcare they 

deserved. This sentiment prompted a 

classmate to share information about 

CDU with her. After researching further, 

she instantly called the University.  Kath-

erine, states the counseling she received 

during her inquiry put her goals of be-

coming a medical doctor into focus. She 

immediately applied and hopped on the 

road from Louisiana in August of 2012 

with a goal of attending medical school 

clearer than ever.  

After completing the post baccalaureate 

program at CDU, Katherine applied to 

Louisiana State University (LSU).  Kathe-

rine attends LSU on a full tuition free aca-

demic scholarship. As a medical student, 

Katherine has been awarded several dis-

tinguished awards that includes General 

Electric Primary Care National Medical 

Fellow of the Month, Albert Schweitzer 

Fellow, and LSU Medical School Class 

President.    

B.S. Katherine Davidson-Karlay  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Albert+Schweitzer&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiim8SzxuzPAhXFjJQKHQmbBHgQvwUIGygA&biw=1564&bih=784&dpr=0.9


3  

3  

Message from James A. Reed, Alumni Relations Unit 

 

Greetings CDU Alumni!  

Thank you for your continued contribution to 

the University, and for your personal work in 

carrying out the mission towards addressing 

health disparities in underserved and under 

resourced communities. As we approach the 

end of the fall semester we urge you to contin-

ue to be the “Gold” standard for serving the 

undeserved.   

   CDUAA just completed a nomination cam-

paign asking you to support the Alumni Asso-

ciation by selecting classmates to serve on the 

council.  

CDU welcomes the Physician Assistant Program’s Class of 2018  

 

 

The University needs your commitment.  

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and 

Science Alumni Association (CDUAA) proudly 

supports the traditions and academic excel-

lence of our community founded University 

and its more than 4,065 alumni. Please  

pledge  your  support to the CDU Mission.  

Please contact Ms. Edna Yohannes to learn 

more about the Alumni Association and Uni-

versity events and programs at (323) 357-

3669 or visit our website at http://

www.cdrewu.edu/Alumni.  

Lastly, it is with great appreciation to serve  

that I say thanks and farewell. It has been a 

privilege to serve the University and its’ alum-

ni. This will be the last message I share as 

your Alumni Associate 

 

James A. Reed, MPA 

Alumni Associate 

 

Charles R. Drew University’s, highly anticipated  

Physician Assistant program is officially back. CDU 

welcomed its 1st class of students on campus after 

reopening the program from a five year absence. 

The class  of 2018 represented students with vary-

ing backgrounds. 

As a result of Director Katayoun Moini’s Leader-

ship over the past two years the staple program 

boasts a talented group of students aimed at be-

coming  the next generation of healthcare leaders. 

“The University is proud to establish a master’s 

level Physician Assistant Program,” said Dr. David 

M. Carlisle University President. 

http://www.cdrewu.edu/
http://www.cdrewu.edu/
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CDU Researcher Secures $1.95 Million in Funding from NIH to         
Increase and Speed Up Diabetic Retinopathy Detections   

Funding will Support Groundbreaking Software and Automation Techniques to Reduce Dis-

parities in Detection of the Leading Cause of Blindness Among Adults  

A research 

team at 

Charles R. 

Drew Uni-

versity of 

M e d i c i n e 

and Sci-

e n c e ’ s 

(CDU) Cen-

ter for Bio-

medical In-

f o r m a t i c s 

was awarded 

a $1.95 million grant from the National In-

stitutes of Health. The funding will support 

the development of data-driven computa-

tional approaches for predicting diabetic 

retinopathy, a diabetes complication that 

creates vision problems and is the leading 

cause of blindness in adults between the 

ages of 20 and 74 years in the U.S.  

Led by Associate Professor Omolola 

Ogunyemi, Ph.D., the research team will 

create two solutions for diabetic retinopa-

thy. The first solution will be software that 

utilizes information from clinical records 

to detect latent diabetic retinopathy in dia-

betic patients who have not yet received an 

annual eye examination. The second will 

use image processing and machine learn-

ing techniques to speed up the diabetic ret-

inopathy detection process for diabetic pa-

tients who have had digital retinal images 

taken.  

“There is a large disparity in annual eye 

examination rates among people with dia-

betes who live in medically underserved 

or under-resourced areas of the U.S. and 

those who have good access to specialty 

eye care services,” said Dr. Ogunyemi. 

“Thanks to this grant from the NIH, we 

will be able to create new technologies to 

help all people struggling with diabetes 

detect these potentially debilitating eye 

complications in a timely manner.” 

The project, entitled "Predicting Diabetic 

Retinopathy from Risk Factor Data and 

Digital Retinal Images," will be carried 

out in partnership with the Los Angeles 

County Department of Health Services 

and University of California, Los Angeles. 

It will build on prior work on teleretinal 

screening for diabetic retinopathy in 

South Los Angeles by Dr. Ogunyemi and 

her team.    

The Research Project Grant (R01) is the 

original and historically oldest grant 

awarded by NIH. It is one of the primary 

mechanisms the NIH has for investigator-

initiated original research. The four-year 

project will be funded by the National Li-

brary of Medicine beginning September 

30, 2016.  

 

Omolola Ogunyemi, Ph.D. 
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The Return of Jazz at Drew 

On October 1,2016, under the leadership of Dr. David M. Carlisle President and CEO of 
Charles R. Drew University,  Jazz at Drew, returned after an eight-year absence. The commu-
nity event culminated a series of events that were part of the University’s 50th Anniversary cel-
ebration. Many of the event artists came as a celebration to support the University which was 
community founded in the area many of them were raised.  The star studded on-stage  pres-
ence of Emcee's Adai Lamar and Pat Prescott, introduced an evening of stellar performers in-
cluding the likes of  Watts native Rickey Minor, Terrace Martin, the Dazz Band and Poncho 
Sanchez to name a few. The University looks forward to seeing you next year on Saturday, Oc-
tober 7, 2017. 
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Master of Bio– Medical Sciences Holds 1st White Coat Ceremony 

On September 22nd, under the leader-
ship of Dr. Monica Ferrini, Chair of the 
Department of Health and Life Scienc-
es, the new Master in Biomedical Sci-
ences Program introduced its first co-
hort of 20 students. They will graduate 
in August of 2017. 
 
From left they are joined by Dean Hec-
tor Balcazar, Provost Steve Michael, Dr. 
Suzanne Porszasz-Reisz and Dr. Victor 
Chaban. 

Please help CDU in welcoming the newest addi-
tion to the Student Affairs Department, Michael 
Appell, Assistant Registrar. Michael was born 
and raised in Southern California. He received 
his Bachelor of Arts degree in History  from 
UCLA. Mr. Appell brings close to 10 years expe-
rience in higher education. In his previous em-
ployment, he has worked closely with the Regis-
trar’s office as a Senior Degree Audit Specialist. 
Welcome to CDU , Michael! Michael Appell, Assistant Registrar 

Welcome New Staffer Assistant Registrar 

 

Giving back to support Colleges and Universities is regarded 

as a graduate's gesture of  appreciation by alumni for their 

college experience. These acts of kindness and generosity are 

modeled across the country. Rarely do you  find children so 

appreciative of their parent’s college experience that they 

give to their parent’s alma mater. Ms. Shontae Bryant has 

given money to support students at CDU in memory of her 

mother Ms. Rose Mary Robinson ’07. “My mother loved 

CDU and her commitment to serve was evident,” she said. 

CDU provided Ms. Bryant’s mother, Rose, an opportunity to 

serve. Her legacy of giving back is a testament to her belief in 

CDU’s mission to serve.  

Honoring her Mother’s Memory  

Shante Bryant, Scholarship  
Donor and James Reed, 
Alumni Associate 
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Discover CDU’ 2016  

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine 

and Science (CDU) held its annual orienta-

tion for the new and future leaders in 

healthcare serving our communities. The  

day long event highlighted the programs 

offered here at the University. “We are here 

to help support our students who believe in 

the University’s Mission,” said Kevin 

Goolsby, Admissions Counselor who has 

supported these new group of students 

from an inquiry to now enrolled students.    

Kevin Goolsby and student  

On October 3, 2016, CDU welcomed Mr. Angelo Lioudakis, MBA, as Executive Director for 

Enrollment Management (EDEM). In this capacity, Mr. Lioudakis will report to the executive 

Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost and provide leadership to the University En-

rollment Management Division, which now consists of three major segments of the Universi-

ty. Mr. Lioudakis comes to us with over 25 years of progressive leadership experience in re-

cruitment and enrollment management. He brings along a level of passion, energy and com-

mitment to the University’s Mission for expanding undergraduate programming. He will lead 

a division that will work closely with academic program leaders and deans to help turn CDU 

into a comprehensive, midsize, research intensive University of health and excellence.  The 

University is extremely excited to enhance student success and growth.  

 

This reflects the Mission of the University 

that aims to provide healthcare to the 

many overlooked citizens in the commu-

nity Charles R. Drew University of Medi-

cine and Science serves.  

Angela Ruiz, new Biomedical Sciences 

student was asked why CDU? She says, “I 

wanted to be part of something bigger 

than education, I want to be part of ser-

vice.”    

CDU Welcomes  Angelo Lioudakis, MBA, New EDEM  

Discover CDU attendees  CDU welcomes new students   
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Office of Strategic Advancement 

1731 E. 120th Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90059 

Tel: (323) 563-5985 

Fax: (323) 568-3339 

E-mail: 

cdualumniassociation@cdrewu.edu 

Charles R. Drew University  

of Medicine and Science 

Alumni Relations 

Edna Yohannes 

Director of  Development     

 

CDU  Mission 
Charles R. Drew University of Medi-

cine and Science is a private non-
profit student centered University 
that is committed to cultivating di-
verse health professional leaders 

who are dedicated to social justice 
and health equity for underserved 
populations through outstanding 

education, research, clinical service, 
and community engagement. 

 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

Twitter.com/cdrewu 

 Also, join the  

CDU Alumni  

Association LinkedIn group 

 

 

Invest in CDU. Invest in the future. 

 

The University, students, and community needs your support: 

Please join the Charles R. Drew University Alumni Association 

today —All graduates of Charles R. Drew University, including former 

Residents from the King Drew Medical Center, are qualified to be members 

of the Charles R. Drew University Alumni Association.  Register for the 

Alumni Association at http://www.cdrewu.edu/alumni and enjoy membership 

in this illustrious alumni constituency group. If you are interested, please join 

and continue to serve the communities. For more information about applying, please visit the website www.cdrewu.edu/

alumni. Join us beginning October 20, 2016 through December 12, 2016. Register for the CDU Alumni Association while 

you are there! 

Please join CDUAA Today!!   

Alumni Roll Call  

Please keep us informed of 
changes to your contact infor-

mation.  If you know the wherea-
bouts of other  

alumni, please send us an email 
with their contact information or 

have them contact us at 
CDUalumniassociation@cdrewu.edu.  

Thank you! 

Congratulations to our Alumni, Staff and Faculty 

 Professor Harold Abramowitz,  Published a book entitled Blind Spot. 

 Community Faculty Professor Norma Mtume  featured subject in book entitled 
The Black Panthers Portraits From an Unfinished Revolution. 

 Analene Cesar was nominated Top Nurse in Berwyn, Il by the International Nurs-
es Association (INA).  She will be spotlighted in World wide Leaders in 
Healthcare 

 

Upcoming Event 

 Reception for Dr. Kelsey Martin, newly appointed Dean at David Geffen School 
of  Medicine October 28, 2016. 

 

 

 

ANNUAL MISSION 
MAKER 

Campaign 
The CDU 2015-2016 Annual Mission Maker 

Campaign ended on June 30, 2016. The cam-

paign goal was $75,000. The campaign goal 

was surpassed with gifts totaling 

$77,330 .Your giving has aided the faculty and 

staff support as well as facility upgrades on 

campus. The campaign  supported Student Or-

ganizations, Mission Maker Mini-Grant, Schol-

arships, and upgrades to campus facilities. 

Alumni giving is at an all-time high. If your 

company provides a Matching Gift Program, 

please let us know. Contributions are now be-

ing accepted for 2016-2017 fiscal year. Every 

donation, no matter how large or small, makes 

a difference and helps us to continue to train 

tomorrow’s health care leaders today.  Click 

here to donate today!  

 

  

“This CDU Mission Maker Campaign translates 
into improved quality and access to healthcare for 

some of Los Angeles’s most  needy children and 
families. Please support this remarkable cam-

paign.” - Seleda Williams, MD, MPH,  PHMO III 
Alumnus, College of Medicine, Class of 1989 

http://www.cdrewu.edu/alumni
http://www.cdrewu.edu/alumni
mailto:CDUalumniassociation@cdrewu.edu
http://www.cdrewu.edu/giving/MissionMaker
http://www.cdrewu.edu/giving/MissionMaker
https://donate.cdrewu.edu/scholarships_2.asp?
https://donate.cdrewu.edu/scholarships_2.asp?

